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VAVA

As the RIB closed in on Vava II in a 

windswept bay in Sardinia, I noticed something 

curious. Like the infinite scaling of fractals or the 

deceptive proximity of a distant mountain range, she 

didn’t seem to get larger the closer we pulled. It is a 

strange illusion. Perhaps it stems from her unflared 

plumb bow, clean lines, subtle black highlights in the 

superstructure and the occasional fashion plate curve, 

all conceived through many collaborative design 

sessions with the owners, their representatives and the 

design team. 

From afar Vava II shows a nod to contemporary styling 

while retaining a classic elegance – she draws on current 

fashions, but is not tied to them. But get up close, and her 

sleek linear profile reveals subtle curves and suggests a 

link to a sailing pedigree. This was my first hint to the 

identity and tastes of a most engaged owner.  

The signature colours and textures of her interior are 

provided by the dominant materials. There is a continual 

juxtaposition of natural, raw against design couture, 

high-gloss. This interplay reflects the use of the yacht as 

a playground for children, a family home and a showcase 

of European haute design. 

There is a minimalist approach to the interior, yet this 

does nothing to detract from the warmth one feels when 

walking barefoot along bleached teak flooring and 

woven leather carpets. I found myself scrunching my 

toes to gain every last sensation.  Like those fractals, the 

further in you zoom, the more detail you see – fabrics 

that mirror the grain of the spruce and furniture that 

flips between horizontal and vertical from one element 

to the next. You are tempted to reach out and trace the 

changing textures with your hands as you pass by.  

There is a music and a rhythm at work on Vava II.

It is a palette that doesn’t seek to dominate or distract, 

but rather to present a sophisticated canvas on which the 

real colour is painted – life. The yacht is made for 

enjoyment and again there is the awareness of the 

owning family’s history in yachting, their joie de vivre 

and their very European eye and educated tastes.  As we 

moved around the yacht, the captain repeatedly drew 

our attention to items reflecting the owner’s attention to 

detail and his direct involvement throughout construction.  

Take, for example, the main deck saloon, whose muted 

colours and contemporary furnishings offer comfort 

enough. But this space can be transformed – the 180-degree 

floor to ceiling windows retract into the superstructure, 

creating an astonishing inside-outside space directly 

connected to the large, seven-metre aft deck pool. 

It is here that life and laughter combine, a hugely 

popular spot for guests by day and by night – again it is 

apparent the yacht was designed with a true awareness 

 AT 96 METRES, VAVA II’S MIX OF FAMILY 
FRIENDLY SPACES AND HAUTE DESIGN MARK 

HER AS ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT 
YACHTS OF RECENT TIMES
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FROM AFAR VAVA II SHOWS A NOD TO CONTEMPORARY STYLING WHILE RETAINING A CLASSIC ELEGANCE. BUT GET UP CLOSE   
AND HER SLEEK LINEAR PROFILE REVEALS SUBTLE CURVES AND SUGGESTS A LINK TO A SAILING PEDIGREE
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of the needs of a multi-generational family all at ease 

with the water. On any given day the aft deck moves 

from a place for quiet morning reflection, to an 

afternoon’s mayhem of swimming pool volleyball and 

children trying to overcome an unfathomably strong 

water jet, to a stylish evening with lighting and sounds 

that would be the envy of any club in St Tropez. 

This interaction with the outside from the inside is 

a key facet of the yacht. Her top deck sky bar opens 

out onto a panoramic seating area; aft, a helipad leads 

into a dedicated reception area where a distorted 

table suggests it has been shaped by the downdraft 

from the rotors. 

One deck down on the bridge deck, the after part is a 

dedicated wellness area. I was astounded as I moved 

through a professional hair salon,  a massage and beauty 

room,  a large Hammam, and finally a large glass-walled 

fitness area equipped to a professional standard. I then 

looked outside and watched the water lap over the 

infinity edged, stainless hot tub. I may not have indulged 

in any of the treatments on offer but just being there 

made me feel better for the experience. This is an area 

inspiring peace and relaxation.

Being largely open plan the sense of space in the 

master suite is truly impressive, and one of the few clues 

to Vava II’s 3,933GT volume. It is a private area where 

the family enjoy each other’s company. As with other 

areas there is a connection throughout to the outside, 

again a reminder that this yacht was built not to hide 

from the sea but to engage with it.

Having mentioned the master it would be remiss not 

to draw attention to the VIP cabin – a space that would 

put most master suites on lesser yachts to shame. It is 

full width and is a true suite in its own right.

Of course, as you move around the boat into the 

support areas it is apparent this is a substantial operation.  

There is everything one would hope to see and then 

more, including simple things such as the dry store 

The generous master suite (left) features sycamore, macassar, bleached teak flooring and woven leather carpets to create  
a contemporary space for the family to share. Of note is the five tonne bath, hewn from a single slab of limestone

THE SENSE OF SPACE IN THE MASTER SUITE 
IS TRULY IMPRESSIVE, AND ONE OF THE FEW 

CLUES TO VAVA II’S 3,933GT VOLUME
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The forward end of the main 
saloon offers a macassar bar 
with front and sides finished in 
backlit onyx, and a large 
formal dining table which is 
predominantly onyx with 
stainless and macassar 
details, and backlit quartz 
highlights. As elsewhere, most 
of the floor is left as bleached 
teak, giving a luxurious yet 
casual beach house feel. The 
aft seating area opens up to 
the aft deck to create a huge 
inside/outside space (overleaf)
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‘YACHTS DON’T RUN OUT OF FUEL,’POINTED 
OUT THE CHEF, ‘THEY RUN OUT OF FOOD.’ THE 

EVER-AWARE OWNER’S TEAM TOOK HEED AND 
ALLOCATED THE REAL ESTATE APPROPRIATELY

The guest corridor on the 
main deck (right) includes a 
series of safety and storage 
cupboards, but such is the 
attention to detail the doors 
are all but invisible. The 
guest cabins (left) offer 
spacious comfort and 
spectacular views

also being a chiller if need be for extended cruising. 

‘Yachts don’t run out of fuel,’ pointed out the chef of the 

owner’s previous yacht. ‘They run out of food.’ The ever-

aware owner’s team took heed and allocated the real 

estate appropriately. The captain let slip that extended 

cruising is something the yacht was constructed for and 

is currently in planning.

The bridge deck forward is all business, and has been 

designed around efficient operation. Aft of the main 

wheelhouse area are cabins for a pilot, the chief engineer 

and the captain, with additional offices both for the 

captain and the yacht’s purser. The bridge itself employs 

a fully integrated Kongsberg system and the yacht is 

certified for paperless operation.  

She is powered by four MTUs arranged in a father-

and-son configuration, delivering just over 4,000kW to 

each of the two shafts, for a total drive output through 

the inward-turning variable pitch props of 8,410kW.   

Of note at the forward entrance to the engine room 

are several waste disposal systems that hint at the yacht’s 

sympathetic approach to the ocean environment and her 

ability to sustain extended cruising away from port. 

When Boat International caught up with the yacht in 

Tarragona, and a week later in Sardinia, she had 

logged just over 10,000 miles since launch, including a 

couple of very rough passages. ‘We saw 4.5 metre seas 

on the crossing to the Caribbean,’ said her captain, 

‘and she handles well. The plumb bow cuts nicely 

through the seas, and she is also responsive in close-

quarters manoeuvring.’ Indeed, part of the spec was 

that she could crab at a rate of 0.25 metres per second 

with a 25-knot breeze on the beam. ‘Toe in the rudders 

at 30-40 degrees, and she walks in beautifully,’ he 

enthused. In addition, a dynamic positioning system 

has just been commissioned. 

The achievements of such a new yacht appeared 

many, but the crew that hosted me did not seem to dwell 

on these nor the obvious aesthetics of the yacht. There 

was more attention and talk of energy, feel and culture.   

During my time on board I could see a crew that showed 

a true care for themselves, the contractors who were 

assisting with the final works and, with a subtle 

reverence, their guests. You couldn’t miss the intensity 

of the work being undertaken during my visit, but 
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‘WE SAW 4.5 METRE SEAS ON THE CROSSING TO THE CARIBBEAN,’ SAID HER CAPTAIN, ‘AND SHE HANDLES WELL. 
THE PLUMB BOW CUTS NICELY THROUGH THE SEAS, AND SHE IS RESPONSIVE IN CLOSE-QUARTERS MANOEUVRING’

The VIP suite (left and 
right) puts the masters on 

most yachts to shame, 
spanning the full beam of 

the yacht and offering both 
a seating area and a work 

space. Signature materials 
include sycamore, 

bleached teak, macassar 
and brushed spruce, with  

a woven leather carpet 
leading to the bed
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Once on board, subtle curves 
and styling cues, coupled 
with wide side decks, give 

added interest. The main 
interior stair, snaking around 

the lift, features mirrored 
stainless balustrades, oiled 
rosewood steps, and glass 

landings – inlaid with LEDs – 
which allow the light from the 

skylight at the top of the 
column to filter down through 

all six decks. The top deck 
sky bar (far right) also 

doubles as a mini casino

VAVA
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pride radiated from all those involved in the operation.  

As the RIB pulled away from Vava II bound for Marina 

di Portisco, I had one last chance to look back at this 

magnificent yacht. Like those fractals, or those distant 

mountains, she didn’t appear to get any smaller as we 

shot across the bay, and while her contemporary styling 

marked her as a standout yacht in the anchorage, she 

showed a delicate subtlety that few other yachts have 

achieved. She is a canvas for life, for fun-filled holidays 

and adventurous cruises, successfully blending cool 

interior style with welcoming warmth, offering impressive 

space while retaining simple, intimate comfort. She is the 

very definition of a modern classic.

With an emphasis on fun 
and relaxation, guests can 
enjoy a variety of cuisines 
catered either from the aft 
deck barbecue or from the 
vast, professionally fitted 
galley which makes 
catering for larger parties a 
breeze. The fully equipped 
gym and wellness spa is 
perfect to work off the 
extra calories...

VAVA



SHE IS A CANVAS FOR LIFE, FUN-FILLED HOLIDAYS 
AND ADVENTUROUS CRUISES, BLENDING COOL 
INTERIOR STYLE WITH WELCOMING WARMTH

VAVA II

LOA  96m 
Beam 17.3m 
Draught 4.8m 
Displacement  
3,974 tonnes
Gross tonnage 
3,933GT

Engines 
2 x MTU 16V 4000 M71 
@ 2,465kW each, plus 
2 x MTU 12V 4000 M70 
@ 1,740kW each
Speed (max/cruise)
19 knots / 15 knots 

Range at 14 knots
5,000nm
Thrusters 
Van der Velden 220kW 
(stern); 2 x Brunvoll 
300kW (bow)

Generators  3 x 
MTU 12V 2000 M40A, 
575kW each
Stabilisers 
4 x Quantum zero speed
Fuel capacity 
523mt

Water capacity 
96 tonnes
Crew 34
Tenders
2 x 12.4m Vaudrey 
Miller custom; 2 x 
7.8m Maritime Partner  
SOLAS rescue boats;  
 

1 x Ski Nautique
Construction
Steel, aluminium

Classification 
Lloyd’s Register
Year 
2012

VAVA


